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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 8/21/06, 7/9/04, 

4/14/08, 4/23/08, 7/17/08 and 3/18/10 are In compliance with the provisions of 37 
CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the 
examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, publislied under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1- 5, 7-9, 1 1-22 and 29-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
by anticipated by US Patent Application Publication No. 20050075093 ( Lei et al ). 

Regarding claim 1. Lei et al . discloses: "obtaining an MMS message" (FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4: 401; [0021], [0049]); applying personalized metadata to the MMS message for 
at least one targeted recipient according to preferences of the at least one targeted 



recipient, thereby producing a personalized MMS message (FIG. 4: 407-412; [0023], 
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[0052]); and transmitting tlie personalized MMS message to tlie at least one targeted 
recipient, unless the preferences of the at least one targeted recipient indicate that the 
at least one targeted recipient is not interested in receiving the personalized MMS 
message"(FIG. 4: 413; [0052]-[0053]). 

Regarding claim 13, Lei et al . discloses: "receiving at a first communication 
appliance of a first user an MMS message personalized in accordance with preferences 
of the first user" (FIG. 1: 11-1, 11-2, 14; FIG. 4: 401; [0021], [0049]; FIG. 4: 407-412; 
[0023], [0052]); and transmitting from the first communication appliance a request to 
transmit the MMS message to a second communication appliance of a second user " 
(FIG. 1: 12-1, 12-2, 130, 15, MMS-123; [0021]-[0025]; FIG. 4: 413; [0052]-[0053]). 

Regarding claim 29, Lei et al . discloses: a dispatcher processor obtaining an 
MMS message, and applying personalized metadata to the MMS message for at least 
one targeted recipient according to preferences of the at least one targeted recipient, 
thereby producing a personalized MMS message (FIG. 1: 11-1, 11-2, 14, 15, 130; FIG. 
4: 401; [0021], [0049]; FIG. 4: 407-412; [0023], [0052]); a dispatcher transmitter 
operatively controlled by the dispatcher processor to transmit the personalized MMS 
message to the at least one targeted recipient, unless the preferences of the at least 
one targeted recipient indicate that the at least one targeted recipient is not interested in 
receiving the personalized MMS message" (FIG. 1: 12-1, 12-2, 14, 15, 130, MMS-123; 
[0021]-[0025]; FIG. 4: 413; [0052]-[0053]). 

With respect to claim 35, Lei et al . discloses: a receiver receiving an MMS 
message personalized in accordance with preferences of a first user; and 
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a transmitter transmitting a request to transmit the MMS message to a communication 
appliance of a second user (FIG. 1: 11-1, 11-2, 14; FIG. 4: 401; [0021], [0049]; FIG. 4: 
407-412; FIG. 1: 12-1, 12-2, 130, 15, MMS-123; [0021]-[0025]; FIG. 4: 413; [0052]- 
[0053]; [0023], [0052]; FIG. 2B: 11-1,11-3, 201). 

Regarding claim 36, Lei et al . discloses: a first communication appliance of a first 
user; a second communication appliance of a second user; and an MMS message 
dispatcher system operative to perform the following operations: transmit to the first 
communication appliance an MMS message personalized in accordance with 
preferences of the first user; receive from the first communication appliance a request to 
transmit the MMS message to the second communication appliance; and 
transmit to the second communication appliance the MMS message personalized in 
accordance with preferences of the second user" (FIG. 1: 11-1, 11-2, 14; FIG. 4: 401; 
[0021], [0049]; FIG. 4: 407-412; FiG. 1: 12-1, 12-2, 130, 15, MMS-123; [0021]-[0025]; 
FIG. 4: 413; [0052]-[0053]; [0023], [0052]; FIG. 2B: 11-1,11-3, 201). 

With respect to claims 2, 14-16 and 30-32, Lei et al . discloses: "the preferences 
of the at least one targeted recipient comprise preferences related to content" (FIG. 1: 
140; FIG. 4: 407-412; [0023]: "version of content to be provided to a user ... may 
be selected by user preference"). 

Regarding claims 3 and 18, Lei et al . discloses: "the MMS message comprises at 
least one of the following: content; at least one link to content; and at least one pointer 
to content ([0020]: "link"; [0034]: "content"). 
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With respect to claims 4 and 19, Lei et al . discloses: "said content comprises at 
least one of the following: text; video; a stills image; audio; a software attachment; and 
bundled multimedia ([0020]: "video or audio content"). 

Regarding claims 5 and 20, it is respectfully submitted that the disclosure by Lei 
et al . of video content, as discussed in the rejection of claim 4 above, inherently 
discloses: "at least one of the following: pop-up multimedia; and animated multimedia" 
([0020]: "video or audio content"). 

Regarding claim 7, Lei et al . discloses: "personalized metadata comprises at 
least one indicator of at least one of the following: a creator of the MMS message; a 
provider of at least some content comprised in or associated with the MMS message; 
an MMS message title keyword; sponsorship of at least some content comprised in or 
associated with the MMS message; cost of at least some content comprised in or 
associated with the MMS message; a category in the MMS message; a rating of the 
MMS message; a duration of at least some content comprised in or associated with the 
MMS message; a creation time of the MMS message; a validity period of the MMS 
message; a genre of the MMS message; details of a performer performing in at least 
some content comprised in or associated with the MMS message; and a type of content 
comprised in_or associated with the MMS message ([0020]: "video or audio content"; 
[0048]: "content provider servers"). 

With respect to claim 8, Lei et al . discloses: "the obtaining comprises obtaining 
the MMS message from at least one of the following: a content provider; and a user 
(FIG. 1; FIG. 4: 401; [0020]: "video or audio content"; [0021]; [0048]: "content 
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provider servers"; [0049]). 

Regarding claim 9, Lei et al . discloses: "the personalized metadata comprises 
metadata determining a personalized format of presentation of the MMS message" 
(FIG. 4: 407-412; [0023], [0052]). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Lei et al . discloses: "receiving the personalized MMS 
message at a communication appliance of the at least one targeted recipient" "(FIG. 4: 
413; [0052]-[0053]). 

Regarding claims 12 and 22, Lei et al . discloses: "the communication appliance 
comprises at least one of the following: a cellular telephone; a portable 
communication device; a personal distal assistant (PDA); a computer based 
device with input/output (I/O) capabilities; a set-top box (STB); and MMS 
message reception and display equipment ([0010]: "PDA"). 

Regarding claim 17, Lei et al . discloses: "transmitting comprises transmitting the 
request to an MMS message dispatcher system" (FIG. 1: 130). 

With respect to claims 33 and 34, respectively, Lei et al . discloses: "the 
dispatcher transmitter comprises a cellular telephone transmitter and a mobile operator 
base station" (FIG. 2B: 11-1,11-3, 201). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person liaving ordinary skill in tiie art to wliicli said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lei et al . in view of US Patent Application Publication No. 20040111476 ( Trossen et al ). 

Claims 6 and 21 are dependent upon claims 4 and 13, respectively. As 
discussed above, claim 4 is disclosed by Lei et al . Thus, the limitations of claims 4 and 
13 that are recited in claims 6 and 21 , respectively, are also disclosed by Lei et al . 

However, Lei etal . does not clearly disclose the remaining limitations of claim 6. 
To that end, in the same field of endeavor, Trossen et al . discloses: "the bundled 
multimedia comprises at least one of the following: Shockwave TM multimedia; Flash 
TM multimedia; a synchronized multimedia integration language (SMIL) file; and a 
simple animation format (SAP) file" ([0044]: "SMIL"). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine Lei et al . with 
Trossen et al . in order to provide the capability to handle popular multi-media formats. 

Claims 10, 23-28 and 37-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lei et al . in view of US Patent Application Publication No. 
20040198279 (Antilla et al ). 

Claim 10 is dependent upon claim 9. As discussed above, claim 9 is disclosed 
by Lei et al . Thus, the limitations of claim 10 that are recited in claim 9 are also 
disclosed by Lei et al . 

However, Lei et al . does not clearly disclose the remaining limitations of claim 10. 
To that end, in the same field of endeavor, Antilla et al . discloses: "the personalized 
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format of presentation of the MMS message comprises at least one of tlie following: a 
personalized icon based format; and a personalized menu based format" (FIG. 2). It is 
respectfully submitted that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to modify Lei et al. to include the display system of Antilla et 
ai. in order to make the device more user friendly. 

With respect to claim 23, Lei et al . discloses: "receiving the personalized MMS 
message (FIG. 1: 11-1, 11-2, 14; FIG. 4: 401; [0021], [0049]; FIG. 4: 407-412; [0023], 
[0052]); processing personalized metadata associated with the personalized 
MMS message to generate personalized parameters determining a format of 
presentation of at least a portion of content comprised in or associated with the 
personalized MMS message; and transmitting from the first communication appliance a 
request to transmit the MMS message to a second communication appliance of a 
second user " (FIG. 1: 12-1, 12-2, 130, 15, MMS-123; [0021]-[0025]; FIG. 4: 413; 
[0052]-[0053]). Antilla et al . discloses: using the personalized parameters in an 
electronic content guide (FIG. 2). 

Regarding claim 24, Antilla et al . discloses: "employing at least some of the 
personalized parameters to create a personalized structure of the ECG" (FIG. 2). 

With respect to claim 25, Antilla et al . discloses: "enabling a user to view the at 
least a portion of content comprised in or associated with the personalized MMS 
message (FIG. 2). Lei et al . discloses: "an indication of agreement by the user to pay for 
viewing the at least a portion of content" ([0043]: "pay for MMS message download"). 

With respect to claim 26, Antilla et al . discloses: "enabling a user to listen to the 
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at least a portion of content comprised in or associated with the personalized MMS 
message (FIG. 2). Lei et al . discloses: "an indication of agreement by the user to pay 
for listening to the at least a portion of content ([0043]: "pay for MMS message 
download"). 

With respect to claim 27, Antilla et al . discloses: "said format of presentation 
comprises at least one of the following: an icon based format; and a menu based format 
(FIG. 2). 

Regarding claim 28, Antilla et al . discloses: "said format of presentation 
comprises a format of presentation adapted for performance of selections from the at 
least a portion of content comprised in or associated with the personalized MMS 
message" (FIG. 2). 

Regarding claim 37, Lei et al . discloses: "a receiving element receiving the 
personalized MMS message; and a processor processing personalized metadata 
associated with the personalized MMS message to generate personalized parameters 
determining a format of presentation of at least a portion of content comprised in or 
associated with the personalized MMS message (FIG. 1: 11-1, 11-2, 14; FIG. 4: 401; 
[0021], [0049]; FIG. 4: 407-412; FIG. 1: 12-1, 12-2, 130, 15, MMS-123; [0021]-[0025]; 
FIG. 4: 413; [0052]-[0053]; [0023], [0052]; FIG. 2B: 11-1,11-3, 201). 

Antilla et al . discloses: "using the-personalized parameters in an ECG" (FIG. 2). 

Regarding claims 38- 29, Lei et al . discloses: "a cellular telephone comprising the 
apparatus of claim 37 and a set-top box (STB) comprising the apparatus of claim 37, 
respectively ([0010]). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to MYRON WYCHE whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3390. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dwayne Bost can be reached on 571-272-7023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Myron Wyche/ /Dwayne D. Bost/ 

Patent Examiner Supervisory Patent Examiner, 

Art Unit 2617 Art Unit 2617 

September 10, 2010 



